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DOUBLING UP

There appears to be an increasing tendency for the misuse of the rule regarding players doubling up, sometimes with a view to winning an event, thus placing the team concerned at a distinct advantage, outside the permitted intent as allowed for in the rules.  
 

 Below is a PAA directive effective 18/05/2011
 

Doubling up is where one or more players play in both sections, on different horses, i.e. 5 players and 6 horses. Teams are selected with 6, 7 or 8 team members and all these players must be present at the commencement of the competition.
 

Doubling up is not permitted except in clearly set out circumstances, where a player by doubling up permits his/her team to participate in a tournament in which they would otherwise be unable to participate.
 

Where a team is one or more players short, then pool or surplus players of a similar rating must first be included in the team. These players must be available at the commencement of the tournament. A similar rating is defined as a player being plus or minus 2 of the team average. If the only available player has a grading greater than 2 points above the team average then that player must only play in the number 2 position, and shall not be eligible for player awards in a competition which is in effect below his / her normal playing grade.
 

Substitute players are provided for within the rules and no doubling up player can become a substitute player. 
 

Clubs fielding more than one team at an event must field their strongest team first.
 

Players selected for zone, state or national representation shall only play out of their club teams at tournament approved and authorised by their State Association and the Polocrosse Association of Australia. Such players shall not double up or become a substitute player in a club competition.
 

There can be no more than a maximum of 5 players doubling up at any time. Clearly 6 players then constitutes a complete team.
 

Should the need arise for a player to double up within their own club, then that player must double up in the last selected team.

 

If the Zone Chief Umpire is unable to attend to attend a tournament within their zone, then he/she must notify the host club, the State Chief Umpire and the State Office and also advise who is the recommended acting zone chief umpire for that event.
 

The Chief Umpire of the tournament must approve all teams and be notified of all allocated pool players and of any necessary doubling up.
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